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Two Bahamian species of Evolvulus 

Homer D. House 

The group of species (Arbusculae) typified by E. Arbnscida 
Poir. contains at least four West Indian species. Of these E. 
Arbnscida Poir. * is characterized by erect or ascending leaves, 
canescent stems, lanceolate, acuminate calyx-lobes and a blue 
corolla, while E. pnrpnreo-coeruleus Hook.,f a little-known spe- 
cies, described from the vicinity of Manchester, Jamaica, is said to 
possess spreading or reflexed leaves and appressed-pilose stems. 
The Bahamian material formerly referred to E. Arbuscula, consists 
of two very distinct forms : E. squamosus Britton, J characterized 
by ovate, acute calyx-lobes, reduced or obsolete scale-like leaves, 
and white corollas ; and another which resembles E. Arbuscula in 
the shape of the calyx-lobes, but differs from it in having linear, 
rather than lanceolate leaves and a white corolla with an almost 
entire margin. 

Evolvulus bahamensis sp. nov. 

A tall, stout, erect, shrubby, perennial, intricately branching 
plant, 40-100 cm. tall; branches rigid and wiry, relatively long 
and obliquely ascending, sparingly canescent and glabrate below : 
leaf-blades sessile, linear, strongly ascending or appressed to the 
stem, 6-15 mm. long, rarely more than 1 mm. wide, the smaller 
leaves not relatively broader on the ultimate branches : lobes of 
the calyx lanceolate, slenderly acuminate ; the corolla white, the 
limb entire ; stamens nearly as long as the corolla. 

Bahama Islands : Inagua, Nash & Taylor 972, in 1 and 1176 
(type), 1904; Watling's Island, Britton & Millspaugh 6082, 1907; 
Conception Island, Britton & Millspaugh 6022, 1907; Acklin's 
Island, Brace 4262, 1906; Long Cay, Brace 4.022, 1906; Eleu- 
thera, Coker Jj6, 1903; Fortune Island, Eggers J82J, 1888; Mari- 
guana, P. Wilson 74.75, 1907 ; Great Ragged Island, P. Wilson 
78 j 7, 1907. 

*Lam. Encyc. Suppl. 3: 459. 1813. 
f Bot. Mag. pi. 4202. 1845. 
J Bull. N. Y. Bot. Gard. 3 : 449. 1905. 
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The South American E. incanus Pers. * has been credited to 
Cuba on the strength of Wright's no. 3105. A careful compari- 
son of the excellent specimens of this collection in the New York 
Botanical Garden with South American material revealed the fact 
that the Cuban material differs from the true E. incanus by its 
relatively shorter and broader leaf-blades, smaller linear calyx-lobes 
and a much smaller corolla, as well as by possessing a silky rather 
than a shaggy pubescence. The Cuban material was accordingly 
described as E. Wrightii. | 

Specimens of a closely related species have recently been col- 
lected in the Bahama Islands by L. J. K. Brace, which differ from 
E. Wrightii in having smaller leaf-blades, averaging less than half 
the size of those of E. Wrightii and of quite a different shape. 

Evolvulus Bracei sp. nov. 

Perennial from a lignescent base, branching from near the base ; 
branches spreading, numerous, short, 4—15 cm. long, glabrate 
toward the base, toward the tips densely silvery-pubescent with 
rather long, loosely ascending hairs : leaf-blades approximate, 
sessile, elliptical-ovate, rounded or acute at the base, acute and 
usually cuspidate at the apex, 3—5 mm. long, 2-3 mm. broad, 
green above and moderately pubescent with long, loosely ap- 
pressed silvery hairs, which are 1 mm. long or more, silvery- 
pubescent beneath with similar but more numerous hairs: flowers 
solitary on axillary pedicels shorter than the leaves ; calyx-lobes 
lanceolate, acuminate, 2 mm. long, becoming 3 mm. long in fruit, 
pubescent like the leaves ; corolla pale-blue, about 7 mm. broad, 
the margin slightly 5-lobed ; capsules globose, 2-2.5 mm - m 
diameter, 1- celled, 4-seeded ; seeds brown, minutely pitted. 

Bahama Islands : Andros, Mangrove Cay, Brace 489J, 1906; 
Crooked Island, Landrail Point, Brace 4575, Jan. 1906 (type) ; 
Mariguana, P. Wilson J 5 18, 1 907 ; North Caicos, P. Wilson 

7719, 1907- 

New York Botanical Garden. 

*Pers. Syn. 1 : 288. 1805. 

fBull. Torrey Club 33 : 316. 1906. 



